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Sudden DDT 
site cleanup 
stirs up ire 
By Jacqueline Ginley 
Slilll writll' 

RICHMOND - A toxic cleanup crew In whlte suits 
lll!d protective face maslcs has been rolling In and 0111 ot 
the Rlchmood waterfront In the middle of the night, 
leaving behlnd anxious !Uidents who say they deseM! 
to know more about what's happening in their neighbor· 
bood lban what ~lty or federot officials are telling them. 

"You say loxi<:s are going to be removed from your 
community, and that's a problem that a lot of people are 
going to be concerned With," Linda Jackson said.of the 
pesticide cleanup at Richmond'$ Inner Harbor. "It both· 
ers me that they (Environmental Protection Ag_ency) 
couldn't present this to the community," 

By dawn on Sunday. the cleanup crews plan to have 
!'\!moved about 2,500 tons ot toxic soil from United 
Heckathorn. a former DDT factory listed among the na· 
lion'$ most polluted areas. 

Five of the dozen companies belleoed to have had a 
band In the Heckathorn site struck an agreement with 
EPA last week to pay $1 million ror remDVing three ot 
the tarp-eovered piles or toxic dirt from the site, an EPA 
official said Tuesd11y. 

:WS clean tile l.lnHed Heckathorn site or toxic soli Tuesday. llme:s/8ob Sibi~ 
Ptease see CLEANUP, back page 

river Juveniles say ex;ecution isn't answer 
By Rocky R111hlng --MARTINEZ - Although they don't know 
much about him, teen-agers at Juvenile Hall on 
Tuesday said the execution or Robert Alion liar· 
tis would be murder. 
· "They don't want m to kill someone, but they 
are tumillg around and doillg the samt thing," 
said l<ilwon, one of five wanls intel\liewed at Ju• 
v~nia,.. UAolt'• fll11hln ffnit 

- ·-

RO&an' ALTON 
11ARJUS CASE 

IQ INSJDE 
How other governors In 
tile tk!Hed Slates have 
deab with clemency 
requests trom Inmates 
awaiting e~ecutlon. 

6A 

dO\lbls Hanis' exewtion would have a benefitial · 
effect on young IJw breakers. 

"They know lhe deatll penalty is tbe :wtllest 
tiling that is going to happe1. to lttem," he said. 

Teens in custody m not introspective. They 
tend to think most about nDI getting caught, Lew. 
Is said. 

l<ilwon, a husky 16-yesr-old from Pitl&burg, is 
c_ha~J;_ed ~th murcle•· He said he Is a member of 



,. Banks in Ea.lfem Europe and 1 he 
>f fonner Sovi<!t Union are not well u · 
Ill tablished so U.S. banks are reluc• 

1811! to aa:etx Uteir !etteN or ~dit, 
J he said. 
l · Varian i& selling in some of the 

Cleanup 
FROMPAGE1A 

"We got !lleiter from the EPA in 
March suggesting that we rt!move 
It," said Keith Howard, a Walnut 
Cteek •ttorney representing the 
landowners. "That's whue the tim• 
ing OOJl'es jn.,. 

EPA's "suggestion" was fortified 
With the threat of potential enforce· 
men! adiot-.s should the companies 
fail to comply, a tactic rarely used, 
said John Lyons, an EPA a11omey in 
San Froncisco. The soil being 
hauled to a disposal site in Beatty, 
Nev., lhis week contains DDT and 
other pesticides In coocentratinns nf 
about 1,000 parts per million, Lyons 
said. 

It is only a small part of the en· 
tire cleanup plan, but Lyoos said 
EPA wanted it removed as soon as 
po.ssible because the concentrations 
might skew the results or further 
studies nt the site. A final de~~nup 
plan is nat ~xpected to be complel· 
ed until sometime next year, more 
than 30 yean after officials linked • 
rash or pnisoned fish floating In the 
Lauritzen Channel lo overfloWing 
vats nf DDT at the sit<>. 

The companies that have agreed 
to pay for this week's work are Lev· 
in Richmond Terminal Corp .. which 
owns the site; Pan lndusu:ial Corp., 
the previous owner; Sheft' Oil Co.; 

E u~~pe ·:.:· Ea.slern Gerl!lany, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungll)', said 
Cary Simpson, Yic:e president for 
marketing at the high-tech company 
which manufactures scientific in
sl"'meois in Walnut Creek. 

OMEETING 
Whitt: EPA to di$cuss lhl~lld 
Hoel<alhom IQicic risks 
Where: Ma~ln Luther King 
Commurtlty CentS<, 360 HatboLI' Way 
So4.1h 
When: 6 p.m ., April 23 
Cal~ Rlctlmond P!eming Depertm1111~ 
620-671l6 

and two companies that did busi· 
ness with Uniled Heckathorn -
Montrose Chemic111 Corp. and 
Rhone·Pnulenc. 

Their decision, first annoonced 
to the cily on Friday, came as a sur
prise to some residents or the Santa 
Fe neighborhood, an economically 
depressed area downwind 110m the 
Industrial yard where residents have 
worried ebout potential ~XJ>CISim. 

DDT, a pesticide banned in this 
country in 1972, Cllll be fatal if con
sumed In suflicienl quantities. It has 
been foond to cause heada.:hes and 
other maladies. 

"This is hazardous material, and 
you have a population of people 
that's in close proximity to the 
area,'' said Marcel Jones Jr . .,nne of 
a handful of people whn un5uccess
ful Jy petitioned the Richmond City 
Council Monday night to postpone 
lhe cleanup. 

The cleanup poses 110 immediHte 
health risks to downWind neighbors, 

·accord inr; to Andy Lincoff, EPA prn· 
ject manaCJ!r for th~ slte. '' 


